z
W
o
H |
o
==
e
.
-
-
)
-
9P
Q
-,
—
rd
<
=
=
=

OPIED'OR DISTRIBUTED

w




nSformed intgs
rprises

w
m
Im
Z
T
C
Y
o
B
P
»
£
O
il
s
o
<
=
=



Above and right:
Tables in the outdoor
area of the old
school with views
above the village.
Left Valeria and
Marco, founders of La

Scuola Guesthouse. |

Spending a holiday in a
school may seem unusual
but that s exactly what
you will be doing in the
La Scuola Guesthouse,

a unique B&B in Italy.

A few years ago, Valeria
and Marco drove past a
1920s village school that
had been abandoned since
the 1970s and found the
perfect place for their
shared dream. "We both
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had the dream of running
a B&B and we put all

our skills, interests and
passions into this project ,
says Valeria, a former
graphic designer who met
her partner Marco while
working in his marketing
company as creative
director. Their love for
interior design and travel,
and the charming guest
houses and small hotels
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P, % they had found in their travels, especially in France,
inspired them to create their own special place in
Lusiana, on the Vicenza Hills. This was an area they

4 N 3 knew and had loved for 20 years which offers plenty of
: e R vV

Ul fﬁ U b! ;“\ L E activities such as hiking and biking as well as beautiful
—— nearby towns (Bassano del Grappa, Marostica, Asolo,

— _ - — —— Vicenza, Asiago...) and natural scenery.

;' Y o A = When it came to the restoration, Valeria and Marco
N made sure that this was as respectful of the original
features as possible and kept all the most beautiful
parts of the building intact using the skills of local
artisans. The spirit of the old school was also brought
back to life and each room has a theme such as
Geography, History and Letters, Arithmetic and
Science. The decor was inspired by the nostalgic
aesthetics of schools of time past and so Valeria chose
a combination of vintage and rustic elements with
a pinch of industrial. All my choices for the decor,
furniture, details, tableware etc had to maintain the
right balance: our aim was to create the atmosphere
of an old school with a bit of irony, plenty of colours, a
lot of romanticism but never affected . The charming
decor is indeed full of clever references such as the
school style dining chairs in various colours, the
large blackboard wall, decorative numbers, vintage
typewriters, world maps but the clear difference

",

-
v

i
. #ye Wi g e TR
» _‘v’ _‘:ﬂ"‘.h R

" et

R

- ST . "’
’ . O Ay
r/ W, ¥y ) c275F iy
-3 o A
D
I8 . N AT
) ] '1"

3 e et between this place and areal school is that it does

3 % 3 %
P S 3 / x> B / SR AR A Do b e Tin v e
27 & . . < HEER YV, . SO Jl St e 4 s oy e N
i IR gy v R R i R S ST (S T YRR
B L ORERE T Y £ Pt DRSO G S tr S0 P B T WY T8 R A - A N

24 - OCTOBER 2017 CHIC&COUNTRY



v

OCTOBER 2017 CHIC&COUNTRY -25



4

¥

—
L
02)
av
=)
Ty
T
2 |
@
00"

Above: breakfast is served in the
school's dining room.

Below: Vintage, rustic and industrial
elements set the tone of the decor. A
row of typewriters, a milk can and zinc
numbers and letters.

give you the strange feeling that
you wish you were a kid again and
had never left school. For Valeria,
the feeling is mutual: The best
part is when I see happiness in
my guests’ eyes and smiles. I take
care of every detail, with love and
emotion when they feel that,

it s magic! Many of my guests are
now friends, and many more will
be always in my fond memories.
Clearly, one of the lessons you can
learn here is that taking things
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slowly is the best way to enjoy them.
As Carlo Petrini, the founder of the
Slow Food Movement, wrote: The
quest for slowness, which begins

as a simple rebellion against the
impoverishment of taste in our lives,
makes it possible to rediscover taste.
By living slowly, you understand
other things, too; by slowing down

in comparison to the world, you
soon come into contact with what
the world regards as its dumps of
knowledge, which have been deemed

slow and therefore marginalized. By

exploring the margins of slowness,
you encounter those pockets of
supposedly minor culture that are
alive in the memories of old people,
typical of civilizations that have
not yet become frantic traditions
that guide the vital work of good,
clean, and fair producers and that
are handed down after centuries of
empiricism and practical skill. In
coming into contact with this slow

world, you feel a new (or renewed)
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relish for life, you sense the potential of different methods

and forms of knowledge as counterweights to the direction
currently being imparted to the tiller that steers our route

toward the future. You reassess the elements of consumer

culture, and in rural knowledge, you discover surprisingly

simple solutions to problems which speed has made

complex and apparently insoluble.

If you are going during the autumn, one of the
recommended activities is discovering the regional
and seasonal Italian food because of the many autumn
food festivals in Lusiana there is a wonderful festival
of ancient varieties of local apples and pears in the two
middle weekends of October so7/8 October and 14/15
October. Happy picking!

www.locandalascuola.com
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